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When tectonic plates grind and scrape against each other during their continuous and slow movement, they cause faults. Parts of the San Andreas Fault system has similar movement of constant "creeping" that results in several tiny shocks and less moderate earth tremors (USgs, 2018b). This explains why there are a few earthquake of magnitude greater than 3 throughout the year in Orange County and surrounding 300km radius towns.
The interaction along plate boundaries leads to an increased frequency of earthquakes at those locations. That explains why the 4.5 magnitude quake that shook a large portion of Southern California on 8th May, 2018, and was felt from San Diego to Santa Clarita, and followed by dozens of smaller aftershocks, including a magnitude 3.2 26 minutes later. The reduction on intensity of the quake to other towns is due to distance from the epicentre.
Several earthquakes seem to occur within towns and cities along a section of the San Andreas fault zone that is well known for having both larger and smaller earthquakes, hence the name “San Gorgonio knot,” since there are several small faults that intersect. San Andreas Fault bends from a northwest-southeast direction through east-west orientation.

It can be seen from the above that that where San Andreas fault geometry is simple and the fault is smooth, smaller earthquakes do not occur often since once a temblor begins, it can more easily grow into a larger earthquake. 
Lastly, over the period of a year (under study) no major or great earthquake has been witnessed within the area and surrounding cities, save for 5.3 moderate quake experience in April 2018 – all others are minor and light quakes.
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